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| England and Wales; 


and Spotl of Goods inflited upon the People called 


UARK 


Only for their Religious Meetings, and Okeying, Serving, and 
;  Warſoipping Almighty God that Made them. _ 


N. the Year 1680, aBrief Account of the {ad Sufferings of the ſaid People. (from 
the Year 1660) :was preſented to King Charles the Second, and, his Parliament 
in. Print, as followeth. Oe TIM 
Firſt, That in that T ime, according to Accounts then come to hand, there had © 
died of the People called Quakers aforeſaid, in Priſon, anil Priſoners, for the 
| Znvegs of their Faith andConſcience in Matters of Relipion and W. orfhip to- 
wards Almighty God ; ſomeof whom had been beaten and bruiſed, Reins knotk'd down at \ 


24}. 


their Peaceable Meetings, ad tied of their Wounds, to the Number of -— ———- — | | 
- Secondly, That then remained in Priſon inthe ſeveral Goals in En gland ad Wales 

for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, (many of whom were Proſecuted by Writs'of (' - _ © *? 

Excommunicato Cap. divers of them having been cloſely Confin'd, upon that Acroutt, @ 76. 


for ſeveral Tears then paſt ) . in Number, ——— — — 
Thirdly, The Number uf thoſe rhat had ſuffered Inipriſonment for Meeting, and refu- 
(ng, for Conſcience-ſake, to Swear, ſome of them having had the Sentence of « PRA-(C 
MUNIRE paſs'd upon them, and divers had their Goods and Chatrels Diſftrained ani ( 9437«, 
taken avay, —== Vi ———: UT OD \ a 
Fourthly, T he' Number of the-jaid People Excommunicated and Impriſoned for not Con- 
forming to the Pablick Worſhip ( which were but 4 few in compariſon tothe many that 
have been ſo Proſecated) ' Viz, —— ER ers HSE Shs 


624., 


. 
. 


- Fifthly, Sentenc'd for Baniſhment, for Meeting together zo W, orſhip God Vis kit 9 Fe 


And this Inſtant Year 1685; there was preſented t6 King Jambs the Second;-the , BREE 
Aecount of preſent Priſoners for the Teſtimony of-a good Conſcience; and theit 1469." 
Religious Meetings, in Obeymg and Worthipping of God;to the Number of (AO ET 

"With Account of Priſoners that-died'for their Faith and Worſhip, ſince the & +8 
Akcount in\r6V6;——=ujntienth aun Su he kin A th 

* - © © This Number pFallihe ſd Sfferers, cords to handy ambunting 16" 123 16, 

[Ant ſinceywe lizychad Arcouht of ſeveral more that are ſeri toPrifon,& forheniore tiavedied Priſoners, 
_ . Pefides . mapy_ that, .have ſuffered Tmpriſonfnent firlce the Year 1680 and a 
-:2at Number diſtrained. tipon, and their Goods fpoiled, and. made havock vf by Tafor> 
»:-75 (and fone Prieſts have been Taformers ) for their Religious Peaceable Mecrings, and 
20% comig techie Pariſh-Worſhip ; to the Ruine of thany both in their Hughendry and Trade ; 
{oc55 nor, havitg had a Bed leftto lye upon,;nor a Sto! ro on, rior a Com to give Milk for theig: 
>yor Children, ,nor COT EE: Bread, or Sted, or Dvink, nor Tools fo work. withal, &c.. The 
Value of which Goods ſy taken and: made havock of, as well as the number of Sufferers 
%p502 this ſaid Accoutits; atid by RT Ta isconfiderable (not here inſerted. ) .. Saf 
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(2). 
NOW {et the Biſhops and Clergy in England and Wales, conſider the ſad and cruel Suffer:, 
ings by Impriſonment, (many to Death ) and Spoil of Goods, asaboveſaid, inflicted upon 
the People called Quakers for their Religious, Meetings, and only for Obeying, o Di and 


MW orſpipping Almighty God that made them, And wete not your Fore-Fathers once Diſſenters 


from the National Worſhip ? And was 'it Juſt in them that Perſecuted your ' Forefathers for 
nor Conformidg to the Sacrament of the Altar, and other things ? And do not you now fol- 
low their Example that Perſecuted your Fore-Fathers, 1n your Imprifſoning and Perſecuting 
Prote#ants for their tender Conſcience-ſake towards God, &c. And though there are many 
S:2s and diverlities of Orders among the Roman-Catholicks,andfeveraF Sorts and SeFs were 
among the Jews ( as you read in the Scriptures) yet Both wereg.and are kept from Perſe- 
cating One another among themſelves. And therefore why ſhould you that profeſs your 
ſelves Proteſtants, Perſecute Proteſtants, or any, ſeeing that you -have no ſuch Command 
from Chriſt gnd his Apoltles, but, To love oe another, and to love Enemies? And, Chriſt by 
the Grace of God, hath taſted Death for every Man: © So he has bought Mankind. by his Death : 
And God would have all Mex to be Saved : Therefore why ſhould any Deffroy them 1n their 
Lives or Eſtates by Impriſonment, becauſe they cannot be of their Way ? For ye 09 
mands, Let the T ares and the Wheat grow together till the Harveſt : which 1s the End of the 
World. And would the Biſhops and Clergy ſerved ſo themſelves, to be Caft into Prifonril 
Death,and their Goods ſpoiled, for Worſhipping and Serving God that Madethem ? Woutld they 
ſay, it was according to the Nobility of true Chriſtianity, and the Royal Law of God, Toao 
unto oth:rs as they woulda have them do unto them ? Or, were that, To love thetr Neighbour as them 


{elves ? Andis it not afad thing, to ſee Proteſtants Deſtroy and Rain Protetants, both by This 


priſoament and. in Eſtate ! And therefore conlider the Juſtneſs of the Lord, if he ſhould ſuffer 
You to come under the ſame Puniſhment, how You then would ſtang to your own Prizx- 
cipl>s, which you have forced others unto ? and how You would bear the ſame Puniſhment 


you have inflicted upon others, for not following them ? Therefore conſiccr whiPft God hath 


given youa Day, and a Viſitation, to do goed while you have Power ; for it your Power ſhould 
be taken away from you, then twill be too late for you fo do good : For, God will render toeve- 
ry one according to his Deeds, | 

And doth not Tillotſon, ( one of 'your own DotFors) fay in his Sermon on Luke g. 55,. 56. 
Preached the 5:h.. of November, 1678... (pag. 6,7.) Viz. © That there were thoſe in the Pri- 
© mitive Times would have called for Fire: come dawn from Heaven to Deftroy ſome that 
* would not receive Chriſt ; but Chriſt Rebuked them, telling them, They knew not what Spi- 
©rit they were of ; that is ( lays D. Tillotfon) Te own your ſelves to be my Diſciples, but do you 
$ confider what Spirit now Aits and Gaverns you ! Not that ſurely which my Dottrine deſigns to 
6 mould and aſvion you (nto, which is not a- Furiowm, Perſecutine and Deſtruttive Spirit ; but 
« Mild, Gentle. and Saving, Tender of the Lives and Intereſts of Men, even of thoſe who are our 
* oeateſt Enemies. Andfurther ( pag. 7.) hefſays, ©* And now no Difference of Religion, no 
* pretence of. Zeal for God and Chrift can Warrant and Juſtifie this Paſhonate axd Fierce, this 
* VindiCtive-avd Exterminating Spurit z for the Son of Man came not to Deſtroy Mens Lives, 
© but to Save them. ( Thus far Doctor T.) . Es Os 

Naw let the Biſhops and Clergy conſider how many hundred Mens Lives have been deſtroy- 
ed-by Impriſonment through them ? And how many hundreds have been made W:iddows and 
Fatherleſs thereby ? And how many hundreds have been Ruined in their Per/o#s and Eftates 
lice the Year 1660, through their's and the C/ergy-Mens means, for Obeying, Serving, and 
Worſhipping God that made them ? | | 

And whereas it hath been-often alledged to us, that the Apaltle Paut fays, Let every Sou! 
be-ſubjeft to the Higher Power, &c, And that Peter ſays, Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance 
of Man for the Lora's ſake, whether it be to the King as Supreme, or #zto Governours ſent by hin 
forthe Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, and the Praiſe of them that dowell, x Pet. 2. . And as Paul 
fays, Kyowing that the Law is not made for the Righteous Man, but for the Lawleſs, Diſobedient, 
Ungoaly, Sinners, Unholy and Prophane, for Murderers of Fathers and of Mothers, and for Man- 


ayers, for Whoremongers, and for them that defile themſelves with Mankind, for Lyars and 


perjured Perſons, 8c. Now theſe were the Evil-Doers. which are to be puniſhed, 1 Tim. r. 
And as the Apoſtles ſay, Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Power, and to every Ordinance of 
Maufor the Lora*s ſake, who are for the Puniſhment of. Exil-Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that 
do well, The Apoſtle doth not ſay, That every Soul ſhould be ſubjett to the higher Power, and to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, for Puniſhment of People for Serving and Worſhip- 
fing of God in Matters of Faith, Region 684 Worſhip : For Chriſt and the Apoſtles never 


gave forth any ſuch Command or Ordinance ; and therefore the Chriſtians jn the Apoſtles 


Days, their Souls were to be ſubjeQ to the Higher Power, and to ſubmit to every Ordinance of 
Mar for the Lord's fake, who are for the Puniſhment of Ev4l-Doers ( and the Apoſtle Paul 
tells you whom: the Law was made againR, and what Evil-Doers they were, that were, and 
on 7 Y 

s are 


no 
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are tobe Puniſhed, as before'mentioned ) and for a Praiſe to them that do well, For the Lav 
was not made againſt-the Rzghteoms, but to puniſh ſuch Sizxers and Evil-Doers as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, but not to puniſh Chriſtias for their Faith and Religion, and for Worlhippins, 
Obeying and Serving Almighty God that made them. For did nor Peter, and Pan, and other 
Apoſtles and Chriſtians fffer tor Matters of Religion, and their Oheying, Serving, and Wor- 
ſhipping of God, who could not obey the Doc#rines, Ordinances, or Commandments of the Jews, 
nor Diana's, nor of the Romans ? For if he andthe reſt of the Chriſtians and Apoltles had, 
then they had not ſuffered. _ Ss 
And the Apoſtle faith ( Coloſſians 2. 20, 21, 22. ) If ye be dead with Chriſt 
from the Rudiments of the World, why as though living in the World, are you ſab- 
jet to Ordinances, touch not, taſte not, hanal: not ! Which all are to periſh with the 
uſing after the Commanaments and Dottrines of Men, So here you may ſee, there were 
DoBrimes, Ordinances, and Commanaments of Men, concerning Religion and Worſhip, that were 
not to be Touched with, nor Ta#ed, nor Handled: And yet the Apoltle faith, Submrr your [clues 
zo every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, which are for the puniſhment of Evil-dcers. So theſe 
Ordinances of Men for the puniſhment of fuch Evsl-avers. ( as before mentioned ) every ſoul 
was to ſubmit to that higher Power, for theſe were for the praiſe of them that do well: Yer 
they were not to ſubmit to the Ordznances, Commandments, or Dottrines of Men in matters of 
Faith, Religionand Worſhip, nor to touch, taſte nor hanale them; and therefore the Chriſtians 
ſuffered by the Fews and by the Heathen-Romans, and Diana's Worſhippers ; as you may ſee in 
the Ten Perſecutions, and in the Scriptures. Therefore we deſire you to make a DiftinRion 
betwixt the Orainances of the Higher Power, their Laws and Ordinances, tor the puniſhment 
of Evil-doers, as before mentioned ; and likewiſe ſuch Ordinances, Commandments and Do. 
Frines of Men, that the Chriſtians were not to be ſubject unto in matters of Faith, Religion 
and Worſhip, and were not to touch, taſte nor handle them, and therefore they ſuitered. 

And pray, What Spirit was and ts this, that has made Chriſtians to ſuffer for Re!7gio, and 
Serving and Worſhipping of God ſince the Apoſtles days? Not Chrilt's nor his Apoltles ; for 
Chriſt tells them plainly, that would have had Fire to come down from Heaven up3n 
them that would not receive him, Te know not what ſpirit you are of. And thereforc, all in 
Chriſtendom, that have Perſecuted people for matters of Faith & Religion, & ſerving and wor- 
ſhipping God that made them, have they known what ſpirit they were and are of themſelves ? 
And therefore have ſuch the ſpirit of Chriſt, that know not what ſpirit they are of themſelves ? 
For the Apoſtle ſays, They that have not the ſpirit o IE erenone of vis : And theſame Apo- 
ſtle ſays, He that zs born of the FE a orleans im that ts born of the Spirit : But we never 
read, that he that is born of the ſpirit, did perſecute any about Religion, Faith and Worſhip, in 
the New Teſtament. 

And ſo we deſire you to come to the ſpirit of Chriſt, that you may makea DiſtinQtion, as 
the Apoſtle did, between thoſe Do@rines, Commandments and Ordinances of Men, that are not 
to be Touchd, Tafted, nor Handled ; and the Laws and Ordinances of Men which the Chriſti - 
ans are to ſubmit themſelves unto for the Lord?s ſake, tor the Puniſhment of Sinners and Ew7/- 
Doers, as the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of before ; for.he made a DiſtinQtion. And ceaſe from Im- 
priſoning and Perſecuting both Proteftants and others that profeſs Chrifianity, and give over 
ſpoiling their Goods for Religion, Faith, and Worſhip, and their Serving and Worſhipping 
of God. And let the Biſhops and Prieſts ſet open all the Priſon-Doors for the Priſonersto go 
free, that through their means have been cait into Priſon, and their Goods Reſtored them 
again, that through any of their means have been taken from them, for the Relief of their 
poor Families : and if not, ſee how you can prove your Dot#rines, Commanaments, and Ordi- 
zances of Perſecution from Chriſt and his Apoities Doctrine ; without which you muſt ac- 
knowledge your Do@#rines, Commanaments, and Ordinances to be'oi the Ordinances of Men, 
that have not known what ſpirit they were of, which are not to be Touch'd, T ated, nor Han- 
dled, as the Apo#le ſays. And if you would haue us Conform to fuch Do@#rines, Ordina"ces, 
and Commanamezxts of Men, that do not know what ſpirit they are of themſelves, and which 
(the Apoſtle fays) are not tobe Touch'd, Taited, nor Handled, that Act contrary to the Royal. 
Law of God, and Do unto others; 4s they would not have others do tuto them ; Would you be 
ſerved ſo your ſelves ? NO ED TE : 

So we pray, Conſider, and do unto others as you would have others ao imto you ; and love yorr 

Neighbour as your ſelves © and let nothing be in your Pups, but the lound of the Joyful, Glo- 
rious Goſpel of Life, Peace, and Salvation to every Creature under Heaven ; and freely if e 
have received it, freely give it : For neither Chriſt nor the 4poſties did preach up a Doctrine, 
Ordinance, or Commanament to Impriſon to Death, Perfecute, and ſpoil Goods of them that did 
not Conform to Chriſ*s and the Apoſtles Dottrine ; no, not ſomuch as againſt Blaſphemers, 
Schiſmaticks, Hereticks and Seducers. : Were not they to Overcome Evil with Good ? and were 
not their Weapons to be Spiritual, and not a ! and are not Goals and Carnal Wars 
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God? Mich. 5. 8. 


: London, the 3oth.. of the 1f, Month, Signed in Behalf of our 
| Called March, 1685, Suffering Friends, 
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